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CURIOSITY CLUB 
Make it and Fake it 

 
Two words that have recently dominated news headlines: fake news!  It was at Donald Trump’s first press conference as 
President-elect when the term ‘fake news’ exploded into the mainstream.  The term was used to discredit the accuracy of 
a news story and generate a reaction from the audience and public. 
 
Although it seems like a modern phenomenon, the idea of fake news actually dates back thousands of years, with evidence 
of early use by Octavian, the ‘First Emperor of Rome’, in his campaign against Marc Anthony; his strong but fabricated 
narrative helped him to become one of the most successful Roman Emperors.  Over a thousand years later, Thomas of 
Monmouth, a Catholic monk, wrote a fabricated account about the death of William of Norwich in 1144, deliberately 
accusing one community of this horrific crime.  The full and real facts of these stories are reported in the ‘Background 
Information’ section overleaf. 
 
More recently, we have seen some websites and YouTube videos dedicated to fake news, sometimes for fun and laughter 
but also to deliberately distort facts often for malicious reasons.  The question today is: can you Make It and Fake It? 
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• Your Challenge 

• Your Creation • Extension 
A newspaper, complete with at least three news 
stories, one of which will be fake news, page 
fillers and a satirical image or cartoon.  
 
Also, create a two-minute documentary about 
the making of your newspaper. 
 

List three ways you can avoid being deceived by 
fake news and then …. 
 
Create a slogan for a new ‘only truth’ publication 
and include this mantra somewhere in your 
newspaper. 
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You have a two-part challenge: 
 
1. Using the resources provided, create a newspaper!  Your paper must contain: 

• Two stories about Palm Oil – one should be fake news, the other real.  Try to                                                          
make the fake news story as believable as possible.  Can the audience spot                                                         
which one of the stories is real and which is fake?   

• One other story of your choice, you might find inspiration in the Resource Pack                                                 
provided or can research your own.  

• A cartoon or satirical image that relates to the news. 
• Page fillers such as Soduku, a Crossword, Quiz or Word Ladder.  

 
2. Document your work by taking a series of time-lapse pictures showing the making                                                         

of your newspaper.  You should: 
• Try to use at least 10 pictures.  
• Be ready to present and narrate your documentary in a two-minute slot at the end of the day! 
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Make it and Fake it 
• Background information 

 
Definitions of ‘fake news’ differ.  In its purest form, fake news is completely made up and manipulated to resemble credible 
journalism.  It attracts maximum attention and can generate significant advertising revenue.  Usually, fake news starts with a true 
fact then alternative facts are made up that distort or change the actual truth.  Some fake news stories are just for fun but others 
can have more malicious intentions, perhaps unfairly targeting a specific community or promoting a narrow viewpoint.  One of the 
earliest known examples of ‘fake news’ is Octavian’s strong but fabricated narrative that helped him defeat Marc Anthony. 
 

 
Octavian and Anthony 
When Julius Caesar appointed himself Dictator for Life 
in 44BC, he was met with opposition from a republican 
group called “the liberators”; the group was so opposed 
to Caesar’s dictatorship that they stabbed him 23 
times until he died. Caesar’s death led to a power 
struggle between two of Caesar’s supporters: Marc 
Anthony, his loyal general, and Octavian, Caesar’s 
adopted son and successor. 
 
To legitimise their claims, the two rivals led a 
‘disinformation war’ in which the rhetoric (persuasive 
speaking or writing) was used to support their 
campaigns.  This type of campaign was unprecedented: 
never before had words been used to sway the public 
for political purposes.  From the outset, Octavian 
proved the better and more successful campaigner, 
using short, sharp slogans written upon coins in the 
style of archaic Tweets.  He accused Anthony of being a 
‘drunk’ who was ‘not fit to lead’ and used Anthony’s love 
affair with Egyptian ruler Cleopatra to cast doubt on his 
intentions for Rome.  Octavian managed to convince 
the public that he stood for everything Roman and that 
Anthony represented everything foreign. Consequently, 
Octavian became the ‘First Emperor of Rome’, and re-
branded himself under the name of ‘Augustus’. 
 

 
William of Norwich 
Over a thousand years later, Thomas Monmouth wrote 
about William of Norwich’s death in the twelfth century.  
In 1144 a 12-year-old boy, William, was found dead in a 
forest outside Norwich.  Monmouth, a Catholic monk, 
blamed the local Jewish community, who were under 
the protection of the King.  It was the first known 
medieval accusation against Jews. Some locals believed 
the monk but no Jews were convicted due to a lack of 
evidence.  Nevertheless, Monmouth continued to write 
more about the death of young William, claiming he 
should be made a martyr.  
 
It is thought that the story had two purposes: firstly, to 
create a martyr’s cult, which would attract pilgrimages 
and also to bring money into the area.  This aim was 
realized when William of Norwich was made a Saint.  
Monmouth claimed that after visiting William’s tomb, 
‘sick oxen returned to health’ and ‘a bent woman was 
cured’.  Secondly, it is thought Monmouth wanted to 
stir-up hatred against the local Jewish community.  In 
some respects the latter aim was successful, with 
another unfounded accusation. The Catholic Church 
today has strongly condemned Monmouth’s actions 
and intentions but the story has lived on. 
 
 

Fake News, Deception or Propaganda? 
As is clear from the stories above, fake news can have a significant impact on how, what and why people think in certain ways.  
This was seen when the story of the ‘Piltdown Man’ was published in 1912.  It was reported that Charles Dawson, an amateur 
archaeologist, claimed to have discovered the ‘missing link’ between ape and man when he found part of a human-like skull near 
the village of Piltdown in Sussex, England.  His discovery significantly affected early research on human evolution, leading some 
scientists to believe that the human brain expanded in size before the jaw adapted to new types of food.  The deception of Piltdown 
Man was designed to support the idea of a European or British origination for human intelligence, therefore countering the 
evolutionary claim that humans emerged from Africa.  The validity of the specimen has always been questioned but it was not until 
1949 that technological developments proved that Piltdown Man was a sophisticated scientific fraud.   
 
The Piltdown story was published in good faith and the newspapers had no idea that the story was untrue or ‘fake’.  Commonly, 
newspaper, radio, TV and social media feature stories that are not easy to identify as being either fake or real. These often work 
on the basis of ‘selective facts’ that can present or encourage a particular viewpoint; this is often known as propaganda. 
 
Propaganda is essentially information that is biased or misleading, typically it is used to promote a political cause or point of view.  
Facts are carefully ‘selected’ to portray a specific image, create fear or encourage a direct action, as these posters illustrate. 

Today, some websites and YouTube videos are dedicated to 
fake news.  Some stories are clearly fake including ‘President 
Trump to Move White House to Las Vegas’ but others are 
more complicated and misleading.  Recently, Americans 
opposed to Donald Trump planted a story on social media 
titled: ‘Ireland is now officially accepting Trump refugees from 
America’; this generated 810,000 reactions.  However, this 
story was actually a distortion of fact as it referred to a very 
small, remote rock, about a mile long, off the coast of Ireland, 
which has no immigration policy. 
 

• Hints & Tips 
Visit www.curiosity-club.co.uk/convention 

for more information 
 


